
Saturday 29th September 2018 

 

SUSSEX MOTOR YACHT CLUB – COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES, REPORT & ACTION LIST 

 

Location: On Board MV Highland Beauty – Birdham Pool Marina, Berth E79, Chichester. (Directions 

below) 

Attending (Confirmed)       Apologies 

Committee          

James Humphrys (Commodore)       Howard Kidd (Treasurer)  

Andrew Fuller (Vice Commodore)      Richard Christian (Webmaster)  

Nigel Dalby (Rear Commodore)      

John Sheffield (Hon. Secretary) 

Actions in Blue      

11.00 Coffee or Tea 

11.30 Welcome by the Commodore        James 

11.40 Report by the Secretary         John 

1.1 AGM: A complete success although we hope to do it better in future.  

1.2 Good venue but too expensive 

1.3 Numbers disappointing  

1.4 In future Absentee Votes are allowed via Letter or Email. 

1.5 All targets achieved, and elections completed. See Website Notice Board for details. 

https://smyc.org.uk/membership/minutes-of-meetings/  

11.50 Urgent Issues to Fix:          John 

1.1 Bank Account, we still do not have full access. Can do nothing until Howard returns and it seems we still 

need Brian’s signature to do anything. 

1.2 John to contact Howard and finally fix this. 

1.3 Insurance for Trophies and Committee Indemnity 

1.4 Quotes obtained and agreed new Insurance for the trophies will be enacted by Nigel. A new 

Indemnity Insurance to be set up immediately by John. 

 

12.0 Financial           John 

        

1.1 Bank – Lloyds have now transferred control to Howard and Brian. We need to set up James and me as 

two other signatories 

1.2 Dealt with above 

1.3 To date I have been bankrolling any purchases. I would like to adjust this when Howard returns. 

1.4 On the subject of finance, so far, I have spent £3,760.00 on the Website, printing etc. to date. I agreed to 

invest £5k but I don’t intend to stop there. In future I am happy to continue but I would like  agreement 

https://smyc.org.uk/membership/minutes-of-meetings/
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that additional expenditure beyond the £5k may be converted to a Debenture on the Club. No interest, 

no time scale, repayable only if and when the Club can afford it. 

1.5 Agreed 

 

12.10 Membership Report          John 

1.0 Please see membership list below and attached. 
 
Single UK Members  11 
Joint UK Members  1  
Life Members   9 
Life Joint Members  1 
Overseas Members  2 
Joint O/Seas Members 1 
Social Members  1 
Social Joint Members  0 
Honorary Members  4 
 
Total    29 
 

1.1 We still have several prospective members who have shown interest in joining, if we have any personal 
contacts we need to pursue them. 

1.2 Sorry to say that there are still areas that I don’t know about and I think I need to write to each member and 
ask for their status. Could be a good way of bringing some back on board. 

1.3 Letter to members will be sent within one week. John 
 
 

12.50 Memorabilia           John 

 

1.1 I am still scanning as much as I can and providing it to James Liston and Richard Christian. 

1.2 There must be a great deal of material including a lot of trophies out there with former members that 

could be recovered. I propose I approach the Brighton Newspapers and see if I can get some publicity 

that may help to recover some of it. Probably the most import is the letter from Rudyard Kipling. 

1.3 I have insured the Memorabilia that I am holding for £10,000 on my household policy. It didn’t cost 

anything. 

1.4 Agreed and will continue. John 

 

13.0  Interaction with other Yacht Clubs        James 

 

1.0 Affiliations with other clubs. We have several prospective clubs that we wish to approach and some we 

have approached already. BMYC, SHYC and SYC are on the list. 

1.1 James: will complete a list of immediate targets for affiliation. He will circulate the list and 

produce a letter to be sent. Some Sussex and London Club Commodores may be invited to join us 

at our annual dinner. Details of the diner below and on Events Page on the Website and to be 

circulated to members. 
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13.10 Website           John 

 

1.0  The new Website is live, and the structure has been set and this is the unseen work that not many people 

really understand. The main or only issue remains CONTENT. Listed below are the things we desperately 

need to move on. 

1.1 Committee members details, pictures for the “About us” page and a short message about why you joined 

SMYC. 

1.2 Pictures of your boats 

1.3 Blogs, articles, boating stories anything you can give us. 

1.4 You can see the site is now completely live. 

1.5 Overseas ambassadors list: I have a few people who have agreed to be our ambassadors in other 

countries. I will explain what I propose at the meeting. 

1.6 Agreed that this will continue. We currently have our President JD in Antigua who will be our 

ambassador for the Caribbean. Christine Nelson, a resident of KAUST University, Jedda, Saudi 

Arabia will be our Ambassador for the region. See Website for more details. 

1.7 Andrew will you please be able to explain the rules for overseas members and the Ensign. 

1.8 Andrew to research Blue Ensign rules to make sure we are completely within the rules for overseas 

use of the Blue Ensign. 

13.20 Constitution           John 

Is now posted on the site and has been accepted by a vote at the AGM and circulated between 

members. 

 

13.25 Insurance           Nigel / John 

 

1.0 Trophies: Nigel has obtained Insurance Quotes, see attached. 

1.1 Trophy Insurance to be set up. Nigel 

1.2 Current cost of storage and insurance at Gorringe’s to be confirmed. Nigel 

1.3 Indemnity: I have circulated some Insurance details that are specifically focused on Clubs. Copies 

Provided with this agenda. 

1.4 What isn’t covered. Racing and competition of any kind. 

1.5 Indemnity Insurance to be set up by John 

 

13.35 Shop, Burgees, Classified Ads, Boats for Sale      Andrew / John 

1.0 Now most sections are live but not much content. 

2.0 All members of the Committee committed to provide more content. 

2.1 Has anyone got anything to sell either in the shop or classifieds. 

2.2 Yes, most of us do please send details, including pictures and description and price required to 

John. In 2018 there will be no cost to the advertiser but hopeful if a successful sale is made a small 

donation may be made to the Club. As this grows in popularity we will commercialise this page. 

John 

2.3 I have brought a Fleece for approval. Regatta Professional will allow us to sell everything in their 

catalogue and take a small cut. I need to get more details. 
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2.4 Approved, John to set up deals with suppliers. 

2.5 Whittaker’s Embroidery are still in the running, but they seem quite expensive and don’t want to give 

much for selling their stuff. 

2.6 Investigate terms. John 

2.7 I have ordered 20 Hand Sewn Burgees. 

2.8 Approved. It has been agreed that up to £2,000 worth of stock may be purchased. John & Andrew 

to manage. Stock availability for the November Dinner. John/Andrew to report. 

2.9 Andrew has a proposal for Lapel badges. Karolina to produce final artwork. 

2.10 Approved, order a suitable stock. Andrew 

2.11 I have posted a stern thruster that I bought but will not fit my boat in classifieds. 

2.12 More things need, we all have stuff we no longer need or want. Let’s have it. 

 

13.45 Brochures and Publications         Andrew / John 

 

1.0 Tri-Fold Brochure: Please see the very rough draft attached. 

1.1 Approved, everyone like the draft colour as produced by Karolina, John to provide copy. James 

and John, we need new, high quality and very charismatic pictures please. You are both the senior 

officers of the Club and we need to show the world who you are and what we are about. 

1.2 Cards:  

1.3 I have put some cards into print for John Duffy, he will collect them when he is in UK next month. I have 

also set up a Club email for John. 

1.4 John will be in UK in October and will collect his cards then. While he is here we would all like to 

meet with him over dinner to discuss activity in the Caribbean. 

13.55 Annual Dinner          James / John 

1.0 Stanmer House: I have been very unlucky with this. Phoned loads of time but you never get a person. So, I 

called in and got told they did not have time to deal with me. I think they are owned by the Council.  

1.1 Harbour Hotel: I think the dinner has been here before. Menus at the link and I have some 

coming.https://www.harbourhotels.co.uk/hotels/brighton/christmas/  

Harbour Hotel is selected. I did a recce on the way home, pictures and details attached. It is situated at 

the end of West Street opposite the Odeon Cinema. Plenty of parking at the Churchill Square and 

Brighton Centres or Jury’s Hotel. I will send invitation very soon. The room is perfect, will split into three 

depending on numbers. We can have our own private bar but don’t think this is worth an extra cost as 

the main bar is very nice and close by the private room.  

A minimum number of 20 guests but I hope we may have quite a few more. 

Jake Kavanagh to be approached for after dinner speech. Andrew 

1.2 Pashley Suite: Shoreham – left messages but no call back. 

13.45 Any other Business          James 

Additional Items discussed 

https://www.harbourhotels.co.uk/hotels/brighton/christmas/
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Proposed informal weekend in South of France towards end of Oct for JS and JH. AF 
explained that, regrettably, he will be unable to commit due to completion of house sale etc, 
but will attend if poss. 

 
This will enable more of a plan to be arranged for a full SMYC cruise weekend first week in 
June ’19. 
 
East Sussex National Golf Resort to be considered as a temporary home for our trophies. 

John to investigate further. http://www.eastsussexnational.co.uk/ 

 

Richard Christian to be registered as our data controller. (Having spoken to RC he would rather John 

took the role, but Richard would manage the data matters. John 

 

Seastart, investigate relationship. John 

 

Brenda to be offered Honorary Membership. John 

 

Supper party to be arranged for our new President when he visits in October. 

 

 

Meeting Closed at 14.30 

Many thanks to James for providing a very nice lunch and refreshments on his most beautiful Gentleman’s 

Motor Yacht, Highland Beauty.  

 

Attachments and links: 

1. Pictures Harbour Hotel Function Room: Attached 

2. Harbour Hotel Website: Link: https://www.harbourhotels.co.uk/hotels/brighton/ 

3. Menus: Link: https://www.harbourhotels.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Party-Brighton.pdf 

4. Map: Link: https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@50.8211681,-0.1443445,18z 

5. Map: Attached:  

6. Parking: See Map above. Plenty of parking at NCP Russell Road, Brighton Centre, The Lanes Car 

Park, Black Lion Lane. (Next to Jury’s Hotel). No Disabled Parking but drop off available and only a 

short distance to the car park. 

7. East Sussex National Hotel and Golf Resort. Link: http://www.eastsussexnational.co.uk/ 

Video: https://vimeo.com/147094312  

 

 

http://www.eastsussexnational.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@50.8211681,-0.1443445,18z
http://www.eastsussexnational.co.uk/
https://vimeo.com/147094312

